THAT OLD MAN YOU

Look Scouts, see that? Do you see that there?  (Scoutmaster pointing to the other end of the room, Scouts turn to look at what he is pointing at).  See that old man there?  Do you know him? You should. It’s you.  How’s he doing?  Does he look healthy?  Is he dressed well or shabby?  Does he look happy or sad?  Content or Bitter?  Is he even alive?

Scouts, you made him.  Yes that old man is your handiwork.  Oh sure, he got old and you didn’t have any say in that; nobody does.  Maybe he is suffering from something that happened to you along the way that was beyond your control, hit by a car, a casualty of war perhaps. But by and large he is the result of the choices you made in your youth.  Choices you made between the years of 16 and 26.  Is he college educated with a long professional career?  Perhaps he’s an experienced tradesman?  Is he in good health from a lifetime of healthy habits or is he suffering greatly because of bad habits he started in his youth?  Does he talk profanely or civilly?  Does he have a family who loves and cares about him or is he lonely?  Does he have a heart for God or is he proud and bitter?  Does he use his time wisely or foolishly?  Does he enjoy good financial health or is he poor and destitute because of lifetime of foolish squandering?  

Scouts, understand that many of the decisions and habits you develop in your youth will follow you throughout the days of your life.  Bad habits can be broken later but not without much struggle and hardship.  Be wise and follow first after God Almighty and secondly, treat others as would yourself.  Build your life on the foundation of Godliness and the Scout Law, and life will bear good fruit for you.  Some day that old man will thank you for it when you meet him eye to eye.  You think about it.  Good night.

